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1
HOW DO WE KNOW?

He who calls in the aid of an equal
understanding, doubles his view; and
he who profits of a superior under-
standing, raises his powers to a leve/
with the height of the superior un-
derstanding he unites with.
—EDMUND BURKE

Edmund Burke (1729-97) here gives me reason enough for so
frequently calling to my aid this great statesman and source of
wisdom. He expertly counsels how understanding—knowledge—
can be achieved.

All wish to possess knowledge, but few, comparatively speak-
ing, are willing to pay the price. —Juvenal

In my view, this Roman poet (60—-140), over-assessed the citi-
zens of Italy. Never in Italy or any other country, during the last
twenty centuries, has everyone wished to possess knowledge. To

1



2 How Do We Know?

many millions, ignorance is bliss; they are happy in their dol-
drums—"**low spirits.”’

However, this poet was absolutely right in asserting that few are
willing to pay the price for knowledge. The price?

Real knowledge, like everything else of value, is not to be
attained easily. It must be worked for, studied for, thought for,
and more than all, must be prayed for. —Thomas Arnold

If an individual fails to work for an ever-increasing understand-
ing of ideas not yet known, he or she lapses into a stalemate—that
is, a no-improvement-—category. Asleep at the switch, as we say!

All growth depends on activity. There is no development physi-
cally or intellectually without effort, and effort means work.
Work is not a curse; it is the prerogative of intelligence, the only
means to manhood, and the measure of civilization.

—~Calvin Coolidge

Everyone who pursues an improved understanding of how free-
dom works its wonders makes a contribution to a higher-grade
civilization. More people than now must make freedom their life-
long study.

The man who has acquired the habit of study, though for only
one hour every day in the year, and keeps to the one thing
studied till it is mastered, will be startled to see the progress he
has made at the end of a twelvemonth.

—FEdward Bulwer-Lytton

Among the thousands of freedom devotees known to me, 1 am
unaware of a single one who has mastered Creation at the human
level, and it is my view that no mortal being ever will. Otherwise,
this English novelist’s observation confirms my own, namely, the
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enormous advancement in an improved understanding of liberty
made possible by daily study. These individuals attain an attractive
status. Others seek their tutorship. This is the only way learning is
advanced!

The English educator, Thomas Arnold (1795-1842), tells us
that knowledge must be “‘worked for,”” and ‘‘thought for.”” And
there is another “‘musz,”” namely, knowledge ‘‘must be prayed

LX)

for.

Prayer is not eloquence, but earnestness; not the definition of
helplessness, but the feeling of it; not figures of speech, but
earnestness of soul. —Hannah More

“Eloquence’” has two meanings: (1) the favorable kind: ““artic-
ulate, fluent, smooth-spoken’ and (2) ‘“‘passionate, glib, silver-
tongued, weak.”” The English author, More, used “‘cloquence’ in
the derogatory sense, that is, as the opposite of “‘carnestness.”’

Those who are truly earnest in the pursuit of freedom more
often than not find the means to such a glorious end. If not, they
create their own means, and they succeed in their explanations.

Is not prayer a study of truth, a sally of the soul into the unfound
infinite? No man ever prayed heartily without learning some-
thing. —Emerson

The Sage of Concord stresses the word ‘heartily,” meaning
“from the whole heart.”” This is to be distinguished from prayers
“‘repeated by rote”’—the copycat variety—imitation. Let us every
day of every year say our prayers for a return to freedom, and
heartily.

I 'am often criticized—in a friendly way—for so copiously quot-
ing those whose wisdom is far superior to mine, Edmund Burke,
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for instance. ““Why don’t you confine yourself to your own think-
ing?>’ My reason? Most individuals do not have available to them
such resources as are available to us at FEE. So why not share the
wisdom of seers—those who have seen what most of us have
not—with freedom aspirants!

Now to “How Do We Know?”’ that is, become more knowl-
edgeable? Unquestionably, the first step is to become sharply
aware of how little we know. The know-it-all is a know-nothing!
The more we practice what we know, the more shall we know
what to practice. If we have an awareness of how freedom works
its miracles, we will, without question, become a freedom practi-
tioner!

The above is consistent with Burke’s excellent knowledge, ““He
who calls in the aid of an equal understanding, doubles his view.”

In many things, it is not well to say, ‘‘know thyself™’; it is better
to say, ‘‘know others.” —Menander

How to double our knowledge? Share and share alike!

To comprehend a man’s life it is necessary to know not merely
what he does, but also what he purposely leaves undone. There
is a limit to the work that can be got out of a human body or a
human brain, and he is a wise man who wastes no energy on
pursuits for which he is not fitted; and he is still wiser who,
from among the things that he can do well, chooses and reso-
lutely follows the best. —Gladstone

Reflect on the countless pursuits for which each of us is “‘not
fitted.” I, for instance, have no competence as an astronomer, a
singer or composer of music, these three being among thousands
of my incompetencies. Different people fall into different cate-
gories; some excel in several things, but no one excels in every-
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thing. Briefly, what any one person knows, compared to all knowl-
edge, is infinitesimal. What we are ignorant of is beyond our
powers of imagination! However, there are a goodly number of
men and women whose highest aspiration is an improved under-
standing and explanation of freedom. Let us resolutely follow our
best!

Wrote the author of a remarkable book, Human Destiny, Le-
comte du Noily: ““To really participate in the Divine Task, man
must place his ideals as high as possible, out of reach if neces-
sary.”” Liberty for one and all is, indeed, one of mankind’s highest
ideals. Out of reach? No one does or ever has perfectly understood
its miraculous potentialities. What to do? Study and discover the
answer to this question: how do we know?
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READ GOOD BOOKS FOR
IMPROVED THINKING

To use books rightly, is to go to them
for help; to appeal to them when our
own knowledge and power fail; to
be led by them into wider sight and
purer conception than our own, and
to receive from them the united sen-
tence of the judges and councils of
all time, against our solitary and un-
stable opinions. —JOHN RUSKIN

This English critic, essayist and social reformer (1819-1900), in
one of his books, gave posterity this council: “‘A speaker should
inform his audience, at the very outset, where he stands.”

I have heeded this admonition in several hundred lectures deliv-
ered during the past 24 years. I explain that I like all kinds of
weather—hot or cold, rain, sleet, snow, hail, fog, or whatever.
This is my way of expressing appreciation that God, not the gov-
ernment, is in charge. My audiences know, at the very outset, that
I espouse the freedom way of life and dislike politicians trying to
run our lives. The reading of a good book improved my thinking!

6




Read Good Books for Improved Thinking 7

Here is an outstanding example having to do with the value of
good books. Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910) was, according to The Co-
lumbia Encyclopedia, a **‘Russian philosopher and novelist, one of
the world’s greatest writers.”” In his book, The Law of Love and
The Law of Violence, he wrote: “‘From the day when the first
members of councils placed exterior authority higher than interior,
that is to say, recognized the decisions of men united in councils
as more important and more sacred than reason and conscience:
on that day began lies that caused the loss of millions of human
beings and which continue their unhappy work to the present day.”

At the very moment I began this essay, a university professor
from Wisconsin came to my desk and asked where he could find
this example of Tolstoy’s wisdom. Having used this truth many
times in my own books, I pointed to it in The Free Man’s Almanac.
A good book of the last century was one source of a book of mine
in 1974. I suspect that the professor, a great writer and freedom
devotee, might include this in his next book. Observe how those
of us looking for moral and politico-economic help go to books,
hoping they are good. The good ones capture the wisdom of
sages—present and past.

By the way, a chapter in my book, Awake for Freedom’s Sake,
is entitled ‘“War and Peace,”’ the title of a two-volume creation of
Tolstoy’s. He and yours truly see eye-to-eye on this subject.

Let us not be misled that the mere reading of books will improve
our thinking. Many are bad and intellectually demoralizing. Wrote
the English author, John Murray (1851-1928): “*A dose of poison
can do its work only once, but a bad book can go on poisoning
people’s minds for any length of time.”

As to length of time, Plato, the Greek philosopher of about 24
centuries ago, advanced the philosopher-king idea. Abbreviated,
he said that everyone—no exception—*‘. . . should get up, or
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move, or wash, or take his meals . . . only if he has been told to
do so. In a word, he should teach his soul, by long habit, never to
dream of acting independently and to become utterly incapable of
i.”’

The same idea is to be found in a book published in 1935, Man
the Unknown, by the distinguished scientist, Dr. Alexis Carrel.
Most of the book is devoted to skiliful and critical analysis of our
decline into the planned economy and the welfare state—social-
ism. After enumerating ever so many advanced specializations, he
observes that no one possesses all knowledge. Of course no one
does, but Dr. Carrel believes a few could and should possess it all.
Reflect on his solution:

In about twenty-five years of uninterrupted study, one could
learn these sciences. At the age of fifty, those who have submit-
ted themselves to this discipline could effectively direct the
construction of the human being and of a civilization. . . .

We have to intervene in the fundamental organic and mental
processes. These processes are man himself. But man has no
independent existence. He is bound to his environment. In order
to remake him, we have to transform his world. . . .

A group, although very small, is capable of eluding the harm-
ful influence of the society of its epoch by imposing upon its
members rules of conduct modeled on military or monastic
discipline. . . .

Such a minority would be in a position to impose by persua-
sion or perhaps by force, other ways of life upon the major-
ity. . ..

We must single out the children who are endowed with high
potentialities, and develop them as completely as possi-
ble. . . .

Who are ““we”’? It’s a million-to-one bet that ““we’” would
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never have singled out that 12-year-old newsboy in Michigan,
Thomas Alva Edison.

This is precisely the kind of moral politico-economic nonsense
that is bedeviling our society today. The lesson this has to teach?
Wisely choose the books we read!

The English essayist, Joseph Addison (1672—1719) had an ex-
cellent thought about good books: ““Books create legacies that
genius leaves mankind, to be delivered down from generation to
generation, as presents to those that are yet unborn.”

Great books bring to us and our progeny the wisdom, the en-
lightenment, and the common sense of the profoundest thinkers of
all time. A late friend of mind, Dr. Thomas Nixon Carver, Profes-
sor of Political Economy, Harvard University, gave me his judg-
ment that ““The two most important books ever written were Adam
Smith’s Wealth of Nations and the Holy Bible.”” What a boon to
mankind they have been, especially in the formation of our own
nation.

Let me conclude with a brilliant observation by the American
divine, Henry Giles (1809-82): “‘The silent influence of books, is
a mighty power in the world; and there is a joy in reading them
with desire and enthusiasm—-Silent, passive and noiseless though
they may be, they yet set in action countless multitudes, and
change the order of nations.”’

And change the order of nations? How about the U.S.A.?
Wealth of Nations had an enormous influence on our Founding
Fathers. And the Holy Bible? It was responsible for overthrowing
government as the endower of men’s rights and placing the Creator
there! Result? For at least twelve decades, the freest nation that
ever existed: Liberty for one and all!
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THE OPPONENT OF HAPPINESS

I have never been able to conceive
how any rational being could pro-
pose happiness to himself from the
exercise of power over others.
—THOMAS JEFFERSON

Reflect on what a great American was Jefferson (1743-1826). My
Encyclopedia gives his record:

Third president of the United States (1801-1809). A gentleman
and a scholar of thorough legal and diplomatic training. Drafted
the Declaration of Independence, became governor of Virginia
(1779-1781), was U.S. minister to France (1785-1789), and
founded the Democratic-Republican party as whose candidate
he won the presidential election and became the successor of
John Adams. As an opponent of the federative party he was
bitterly opposed to Alexander Hamilton. During his administra-
tion occurred the war with Tripoli, the Louisiana Purchase, the
reduction of the national debt, etc. He retired to his seat at
Monticello in Virginia and died, as did John Adams, on Inde-
pendence Day, July 4, 1826.

What an historical coincidence, these two friends passing away
on the anniversary of the day they signed the Declaration of Inde-

10
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pendence! Wrote John Milton, ‘‘Death is the golden key that opens
the palace of eternity.”” The brilliant Goethe’s last words, as he
passed to his reward in 1832, were, ‘‘Give me light.”” May more
of us than now be aware of and blest by the enlightenment that
graced these two who shared in the founding of the greatest nation
that ever existed!

Speaking of power over others, my long-time associate, Rever-
end Edmund Opitz, wrote: ““Never advocate any more power for
your best friends, than you would willingly see wielded by your
worst enemies.”” He would be pleased rather than offended if I
rejected his wielding of power over me. The appropriate alterna-
tive? We work together by aiding each other.

Jefferson’s phrase, ‘“‘power over others,” had to do with orga-
nized police force, politicians running the lives of others. In a
word, coercion—a form of slavery. The world’s largest quotation
book—nearly 3,000 pages, everything from ‘‘ability” to ‘‘zeal,”
omits this slavish word, ‘‘coercion.” That English philosopher,
Herbert Spencer, (1820-1903) gave the answer: ‘“What is essen-
tial to the idea of a slave? We primarily think of him as one who

is owned by another. . . . That which fundamentally distinguishes
the slave is that he labours under coercion to satisfy another’s
desires. . . . What . . . leads us to qualify our conception of the

slavery as more or less severe? Evidently the greater or smaller
extent to which effort is compulsorily expended for the benefit of
another instead of self-benefit.”

Thomas Jefferson, who wrote into the Declaration of Indepen-
dence **. . . that all men are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights,”” were he to look down upon our present situa-
tion, would be flabbergasted, dismayed, shocked.

The idea of Creator-endowed rights is nonsense to atheists. To
them, there is nothing beyond man’s earthly sojourn. There is no
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Heaven! However, evidence to the contrary has been growing for
the past 2,000 years. I know it to be a fact!

What would shock our national hero more than anything else
would be the millions of nonrational beings getting enjoyment
from the exercise of power over others.

Edmund Burke had some thoughts on power:

Power gradually extirpates from the mind every humane and
gentle virtue.

The greater the power, the more dangerous the abuse.

A few others:

Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.
—Lord Acton

Power will intoxicate the best hearts, as wines the strongest
heads. No man is wise enough, nor good enough, to be trusted
with unlimited power. —Caleb C. Colton

The basis of international anarchy is men’s proneness to fear
and hatred. This is also the basis of economic disputes, for the
love of power, which is at their root, is generally an embodiment
of fear. Men desire to be in control because they are afraid that
the control of others will be used unjustly to their detriment.

—Bertrand Russell

Finally, how does a rational being achieve happiness? Happiness
is neither within us only, nor without us; it is the union of ourselves
with Creation: Infinite Consciousness. While we finite beings can
never approximate a union with the Infinite, we can continuously
strive toward that goal. There is no greater source of joyousness!

The happiest life is that which constantly exercises and educates
what is constructively unique in each of us. No two of us have an
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identical competence; indeed, each changes from day to day. It is
this millions time millions of varying abilities which make the free
and unfettered market a requirement for successful lives.

Is it by riches, or by virtues, that we are made happy? Wealth’s
real role is to relegate mundane affairs into the past tense, that we
may concentrate on living virtuous lives!

Happiness can be built only on virtue, not on power over others.
The joyful life must, of necessity have for its foundation the seck-
ing of truth!
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RIGHTEOUSNESS LEADS TO
HAPPINESS

Happiness consists in the attainment
of our desires, and in having only
right desires. —SAINT AUGUSTINE

Saint Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, wrote his autobiography enti-
tled Confessions about 16 centuries ago. I am reliably informed
that this gem has been and still is the most widely read autobiog-
raphy ever written. People respond to excellence in another.

Here, in this exemplary man’s story, we see how the law of
attraction works its wonders. The lesson for those of us who work
for liberty? Get so excellent in understanding and explaining the
freedom philosophy that others will seek one’s tutorship. Anyone
out front in any field, be it golf, astronomy or whatever, exerts an
attractive force. A noted astronomer, Anthony Standen, wrote this
enlightening statement:

All the phenomena of astronomy, which had baffled the acutest
minds since the dawn of history, the movement of the heavens,

14
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of the sun and the moon, the very complex movement of the
planets, suddenly tumble together and become intelligible in
terms of the one staggering assumption, this mysterious ‘‘ar-
tractive force.”” And not only the movements of heavenly bod-
ies, far more than that, the movement of earthly bodies, too, are
seen to be subject to the same mathematically definable law,
instead of being, as they were for all previous philosophers,
mere unpredictable happen-so’s.!

It is my contention that the same law applies to human bodies
as to the astronomical ‘“‘earthly bodies,” the law of gravitation
being one of many examples. Standen may have meant this; in any
event, | believe he would agree.

True, happiness comes from having only right desires. But first,
it is important to reflect on the despondency that results from
wrong desires: indifference, covetousness, lust, fame.

Indifference never wrote great works, nor thought out striking
inventions, nor reared the solemn architecture that awes the soul,
nor breathed sublime music, nor painted glorious pictures, nor
undertook heroic philanthropies. All of these and other grandeurs
are never born of indifference.

The English divine, Robert South, wrote this on covetousness:
“The covetous person lives as if the world were made altogether
for him, and not he for the world; to take in everything and part
with nothing.”

While many people deplore covetousness, few will compare it
to murder, theft, adultery as an evil. Nor will they think of it as
having any bearing on our current politico-economic problem.
This wrong assessment may be due to the fact that ““Thou shalt
not covet” brings up the rear of the Mosaic thou-shalt-nots.

'See Science Is a Sacred Cow by Anthony Standen (New York: E. P Dutton &
Co., Inc., 1950), pp. 63-64.
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1 suspect that the ordering of the Commandments had nothing
to do with a sin-grading plan. Only one of the ten has obvious
priority and it became the First Commandment. The next eight
Commandments deal with conduct; they enjoin certain overt ac-
tions and forbid others. The Tenth Commandment deals with an
inner attitude, a state of mind; it is more subtle than the other
nine. But if we reflect on the matter, we realize that covetousness
is just as deadly as the other sins—indeed, it is a spiritual defect
that tends to induce the others.

Covetousness or envy generates a destructive radiation with ill
effect on all it touches; it is a canker of the soul. Psychosomatic
illness can be traced as much to envy as to hate, anger, worry,
despondency.

But consider the social implications, the effects of envy on
others. At first blush, the rich man appears not to be harmed
because another covets his wealth. Envy, however, is not a benign,
dormant element of the psyche; it has the same intensive force as
rage, and a great deal of wisdom is required to put it down. Where
understanding and self-control are lacking, the weakling will re-
sort to thievery, embezzlement, piracy, even murder, to gratify his
envy and “‘get his share.”

The English Quaker and American Colonist and founder of
Pennsylvania, William Penn (1644-1718) grasped the point: *‘Cov-
etousness is the greatest of Monsters, as well as the root of all
Evil.”

When it is clear that covetousness thwarts Creation’s purpose
and, thus, man’s destiny—that among the cardinal sins none is
more dangerous—it surely behooves each of us to find a way to
rid his or her self of this evil. I believe the way is simple to
proclaim: Count your blessings! There is no room for covetousness
in the heart filled with gratitude.
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Now to [ust, a vice akin to covetousness—‘greed . . . piggish-
ness.”” Wrote the Roman naturalist, Pliny The Elder (23-79):
“Lust is an enemy of the purse, a canker to the mind, a corrosive
to the conscience, a weakness of the wit, a besotter [a stupefier]
of the senses and, finally, a mortal bane of all the body.”

Lust stifles reason and puts passions on the rampage; the irratio-
nality it begets is an enemy of the free and unfettered market. The
victims seldom seek counsel from those who have some truth to
share. Lust is, indeed, a hellish malady of the mind.

While there are ever so many derogatory habits, I shall conclude
the negative phase of this commentary with fame—a passion for
notoriety at the expense of righteousness. Wrote the Scottish au-
thor, Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-94): “‘It is for fame that men
do brave actions; They are only silly fellows after all.”

Anyone who seeks fame by doing harm to his fellow men, by
robbing Peter to pay Paul, or by countless other infractions of
righteousness, is ignoble. Such actors fall into the “*silly fellows”
category. The antonym for bravery is ‘‘craven or cowardly;’’ traits
which are infamous.

Finally, to “‘Happiness consists of having only right desires.”
Wrote the English philosopher, Thomas Hobbes (1588—1679):
““Our nature is inseparable from desires, and the mere word de-
sire—the craving for something not possessed—implies that our
present felicity is not complete.”

What are the right desires? There are many answers to this
question, and each person must draw up his own list. Here is part
of mine:

e A desire to grow, day-in-and-day-out, in consciousness, that
is, in the perfection of self.
® A desire to know our countless blessings.
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® A desire to recognize the mystery of Creation at the Heavenly
and earthly levels.

e A desire to better understand and explain the freedom way of
life.

® A desire to share one’s ideas with all who care to listen.

¢ A desire to recognize that no matter how far we advance, our
felicity is never complete.

Happiness can be built only on virtue, and must of necessity
have truth for its foundation.
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AFLAME WITH
RIGHTEOUSNESS

Some nations ... once they have
grown prosperous lose interest in
freedom and let it be snatched from
them without lifting a hand to de-
fend it lest they should endanger
thus the comforts that in fact they
owe to it alone. It is easy to see that
what is lacking in such nations is a
genuine love of freedom, that lofty
aspiration which (I confess) defies
analysis. For it is something one must
feel and Jogic has no part in it.
—ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE

From the earliest years of our history America prospered. Other
nations of the world whose soils were as fertile and climates as
friendly as the U.S.A. were poverty-stricken and they wondered
why America flourished. Many governments sent commissions
here to find the answer. All returned to their homelands with the
wrong answers. It was only that French statesman, Tocqueville
(1805-59) who, when visiting here, found the right answer:

I sought for the greatness and genius of America in fertile fields
and boundless forests; it was not there. I sought for it in her free

19



20 How Do We Know?

schools and her institutions of learning; it was not there. 1
sought for it in her matchless constitution and democratic con-
gress; it was not there. Not until I went to the churches of
America and found them aflame with righteousness did I under-
stand the greatness and genius of America. America is great
because America is good. When America ceases to be good,
America will cease to be great.'

And logic has no part in it. I am reminded of Charles E Ketter-
ing’s remark: ““Logic is an organized way of going wrong with
confidence.”’

No question about it, our Constitution was excellent as was the
Bill of Rights. These documents limited government more than
governments had ever been limited in any nation.” Result? No
citizen turned to government for help and for two reasons: (1) it
had nothing on hand to give, and (2) it had not the power to take
from some and give to others. For more than ten decades a self-
responsible, self-reliant citizenry!

Constitutions, however, short of a perpetual righteousness, lose
their discipline and fade away as has ours. A good example is
Argentina. A commission from that nation came here along with
other commissions from other countries. On returning, they wrote
a Constitution even better than ours. Have a look at Argentina
today. In a deplorable politico-economic mess!

'This quotation is found on pages 12—13 of the popular school text by E A.
Magruder, American Government: A Textbook on the Problems of Democracy.
Except for the last two sentences, this is Magruder’s paraphrase of Tocqueville’s
words.

*No one can read our Constitution without concluding that the people who
wrote it wanted their government severely limited; the words ‘no’ and ‘not” em-
ployed in restraint of governmental power occur 24 times in the first seven articles
of the Constitution and 22 more times in the Bill of Rights.” (**Liberty and Ethical
Values,”” Edmund A. Opitz)
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In the spring of 1940 I paid my first visit to Argentina. It was
then one of the world’s most prosperous nations. Why? They were
adhering more or less to free market principles. Three pesos was
equivalent to a 1940 dollar. In any event, free-market thinking
lapsed. Result? A Command Society! What has happened to the
peso’s value? A brilliant Argentinean—a freedom devotee—re-
cently bought four cups of coffee in Buenos Aires and remarked
to his friends, “‘I am paying more pesos for the coffee today than
I paid for a new automobile in 1936.”” The lesson? It is only doing
what’s right—freedom—that matters!

Some nations . . . once they have grown prosperous lose inter-
est in freedom. Other wise men agree:

Everything in the world may be endured except continued pros-
perity. —Goethe

“Everything”’ is too strong a term, for there are other things
than prosperity that some people cannot endure. For instance, how
hard it is for a politician—as distinguished from a statesman—to
endure the thought of citizens acting freely and creatively as they
please? Why? Fat-headedness—be-like-me-ness—rules their de-
spicable conduct!

Prosperity has this property, it puffs up narrow souls, makes
them imagine themselves high and mighty, and they look down
upon the world with contempt. —Sophocles

He that swells in prosperity will be sure to shrink in adversity.
—Caleb Colton

A swelled head is incapable of coping with adversity. Those
who have not known ill fortune are lacking in knowledge of them-
selves, and they are ignorant of their potential virtues as well. As
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to such citizens, Tocqueville wrote, *‘. . . they lose interest in
freedom and let it be snatched from them without lifting a hand to
defend it.”” They cannot defend freedom, and for a simple reason:
they are too low on the politico-economic ladder. Most of them,
resorting to legal plunder, are in a know-nothing category.

.. . lest they should endanger thus the comforts that, in fact,
they owe to it alone. Wrote the Scottish clergyman, Samuel Ruth-
erford: ““Of all created comforts, God is the leader, you are the
borrower, not the owner.”’

One of my prayers is: ‘‘Blessings upon our associates, near and
far, past and present; the perfection of our ideas and ideals; our
adherence to them; and our faith in Thee.”” Admittedly, I am a
borrower, not the owner!

Descend to my level. We mortals, at best, possess no more than
finite consciousness. Is creativity within our range? Yes, indeed!
It comes by way of a strict adherence to private ownership, the
free market, and government limited to keeping the peace and
invoking a common justice; briefly, everyone free to act creatively
as he or she pleases. We owe all laudable comforts to freedom!

Finally, does freedom defy analysis? Yes, we only know that it
works, not how the trillions of miracles configurate and confer
their countless blessings. However, we can feel this phenomenon.
Thanks, Alexis de Tocqueville, for grasping the wonders of early
Americal




6
FAITH GONE TO WORK

Holiness is religious principle put into
action. It is faith gone to work. It is
love coined into conduct; devotion
helping human suffering, and going
up in intercession to the great source
of all good.

—FREDERICK D. HUNTINGTON

The above thoughts by an American clergyman (1819-1904) de-
serve some serious reflection. Here are a few of mine which I take
pleasure in sharing.

Faith gone to work. For our work toward the restoration of
freedom to be effective we must believe in our cause. As Goethe
wrote, ‘‘Miracle is the darling child of faith.”

The turnabout from our growing socialism to the freedom way
of life appears to fall in the miracle category. But we must believe
it will happen or our doubts will postpone it to a far distant future.

As the flower is before the fruit, so is faith before good works.
~—Richard Whately

23
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In actual life every great enterprise begins with and takes its
first step in faith. —August Schlegel

Faith makes the discords of the present the harmonies of the
future. —Robert Collyer

All I have seen teaches me to trust the Creator for all I have not
seen. —FEmerson

It is love coined into conduct. Wrote Shakespeare: ‘‘Love works
not with the eyes but with the mind.”” Our finite minds cannot
grasp Infinite Truth. Our role? Go forward step by step—from
light to light. If our conduct be right, then the paralyzing fear of
socialistic disaster will not plague us. We find in John IV:18 the
formula: Perfect love casteth out fear.

. . . devotion helping human suffering. There are two ways to
aid those who are in distress, suffering from the lack of food and
clothing and other life-sustaining items. The first is the practice of
Judeo-Christian charity—voluntary assistance. When governments
pre-empt the practice of philanthropy—Ifood stamps, social secu-
rity and other ‘‘welfare”” measures—the practice of private charity
is dramatically abandoned. If a neighbor is starving, most citizens
say, “‘That’s the government’s job.’’ Rid ourselves of this political
nonsense and nearly everyone would share his or her last loaf of
bread.

Charity, when properly practiced, has two disciplines: (1) never
let the recipient be aware of the source and (2) let the giver take no
personal credit for the gift—that is, avoid self-conceit. It works
wonders!!

The second way to alleviate distress is as much a mystery to
most citizens as the appropriate practice of charity. What is the

'T am unaware of any explanation on this point so enlightening as in Magnificent
Obsession, a book by Lloyd Douglas (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1938).
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real road to success so rarely believed? It is the free and unfettered
market with government limited strictly to keeping the peace and
invoking a common justice-—no exception, none whatsoever, dic-
tocrats in the past tense!

Why this blindness to freedom? ‘Tis a megalomania: ‘‘a mental
disorder characterized by delusions.”” What is this popular delu-
sion? The populace listens to the countless politicians rather than
to the few statesmen. These know-it-alls, utterly unaware of how
little they know, promise a heaven on earth and the millions are
thus deluded.

There is a remedy for this delusion-egomania syndrome but it is
no less difficult to grasp than appropriate charity or how freedom
works its wonders. Freedom cannot be sold but only understood
by an individual who really wishes to know. Here is my answer:
The more one understands the more his awareness grows of how
miuch there is to understand. There are others who share this
view—three samples:

The first step to knowledge is to know we are ignorant.
—Richard Cecil
He fancies himself enlightened, because he sees the deficiencies

of others; he is ignorant, because he has not reflected on his
own. —Bulwer

Fullness of knowledge always and necessarily means some un-
derstanding of the depths of our ignorance, and that is always
conducive to both humility and reverence. —Robert Millikan

When and if enough citizens become aware of their finite na-
ture—how very limited their understanding of themselves, and
thus of every other human being, past and present, our millions of
dictocrats—know-it-alls—will become ‘‘dead-give-away-ers,”” an
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appropriate slang expression. And then? The enlightenment: free-
dom, tiny bits of creative expertise freely flowing to the benefit of
one and all!

. and going up in intercession [mediation] to the great
source of all good. What this means is improving as a go-be-
tween—advancing in an understanding of The Divine Source and
sharing with those who care to listen. God is one of the names
which we give to that eternal, infinite and incomprehensible
Source. My reference is always to Infinite Consciousness for it is
a reality now and forever.

George Washington saw the light: ““Labor to keep alive in your
heart that little spark of celestial fire called conscience.”
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OUR HOPED-FOR AMERICA

We want the spirit of America to be
efficient; we want American charac-
ter to be efficient; we want American
character to display itself in what /
may, perhaps, be allowed to call
spiritual efficiency—that clear, disin-
terested thinking and fearless action
along the right lines of thought.
—WOODROW WILSON

Recently, I read a book published in 1900 entitled The State. On
page 572 is a statement by Professor Woodrow Wilson: ““Govern-
ment, in its last analysis, is organized force,”” a truism I have been
repeating for years.

Governmental power over citizens is a physical force, as is a
clenched fist. Find out what the fist can and cannot do and we will
know what political force should and should not do.

What can this force do? It can inhibit, restrain, prohibit. What,
in all good conscience, should be inhibited, restrained, prohibited?

27
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The answer is so obvious that it has been known for well over
2,000 years: The Commandments forbid us to kill, steal, lie,
covet, commit adultery, bear false witness. Briefly, do no evil!

What can the fist, this physical force, not do? It cannot create.
The creative force, in all instances, is a spiritual rather than a
physical force, in the sense that discoveries, inventions, insights,
intuitive flashes are spiritual. Everything by which we live has its
origin in the spiritual before it shows forth in the material. A glass,
for instance, is inconceivable had not some cave dweller eons ago
discovered how to harness fire. There would be no autos or planes,
or any of the countless other material things that grace our lives,
had not some Hindu a thousand years ago invented the concept of
zero. All modern chemistry, physics, astronomy would be out of
the question with only Roman numerals at our disposal. These
spiritual forces, since the dawn of consciousness, number in the
trillions.

So, how do I draw the line between what government should
and should not do? I would have government limited to inhibiting
and penalizing the destructive actions; leave all creative activities—
without exception, education or whatever—to citizens acting freely,
cooperatively, competitively, voluntarily, privately.

Professor Wilson wrote; ‘“We want the spirit of America to be
efficient; we want American character to be efficient.”” The spir-
ited person is alert, animated, bright, keen, vivacious. To be effi-
cient means the capacity to achieve desired results with minimum
expenditure of energy, time and resources; briefly, competence,
expertise, know-how.

The Professor’s aspiration? In the year 1900 when he wrote
these thoughts, the decline from the American dream had begun:
men are endowed to life and liberty by their Creator, not by gov-
ernment. Freedom fading, socialism growing! Woodrow Wilson
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was praying that more and more Americans would respect and
believe in freedom as easily and naturally as our Founding Fathers.
We at FEE share these excellent thoughts!

We want American character to be efficient. My dictionary de-
fines character as ‘‘a distinctive trait, quality or attribute . . . an
individual’s pattern of behavior or personality; moral character.”
The American educator, Thomas Dwight Woolsey (1801-89),
gave this definition intellectual support. “‘It is not money, nor is it
mere intellect, that governs the world; it is moral character and
intellect associated with moral excellence.” It was the high moral
quality of our Founding Fathers that, in large part, accounted for
“‘the land of the free and the home of the brave.”” A good society
without high moral attainments among many of its citizens is
unthinkable!

Wrote Goethe: ‘‘Talents are best nurtured in solitude; character
is best formed in the stormy billows of the world.”

The stormy billows of our world—U.S.A. and everywhere—
are eliciting a growing comprehension and a better understanding
of freedom—priceless talents!

Wrote Elbert Hubbard: ‘“What others say of me matters little,
what I myself say and do matters much.”

Here is a lesson for those of us who fervently believe in private
ownership, the free market and limited government. Suppose we
were to be swayed by what the millions think of us: those who
endorse social security, tariffs, embargoes, minimum wages, child
labor laws, coercive labor union practices—and those who endorse
countless economic monstrosities such as the Gateway Arch, built
with the earnings of taxpayers! Were we to be guided by what
these others think of us, we at FEE would fall in the category of
our philosophical adversaries. Cowardly nonsense!

What we say and do matters ever so much. No two individuals
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have an identical definition of Truth. Indeed, if one is learning, his
or her views are always upgrading. Were no one to agree with
Truth as I interpret it, I wouldn’t budge an iota. We at FEE believe
that everyone-—no exception whatsoever—should be free to act
creatively as he or she pleases. This is the very essence of free-
dom!

Goethe used the terms, Nature and God, interchangeably. He
had this to say about nonsense and Truth: *‘Nature understands no
Jjesting; she is always true, always serious, always severe; she is
always right, and the errors and faults are always those of man.
The man incapable of appreciating her she despises and only to
the apt, the pure, and the true, does she resign herself and reveal
her secrets.”” Goethe was a freedom devotee!

Were enough of us to follow Goethe’s wisdom we would, as a
nation, be blest with what Professor Wilson referred to as ‘‘spiri-
tual efficiency.”” There would, indeed, be a glorious realization of
our hoped-for Americal!
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SPARKED WITH PERSONAL
LIBERTY

Without the wide diversification of
talents, taste, abilities and ambitions
that now and always exist among
men, Society could neither feed nor
clothe itself. It is consequently a wise
provision of Providence that causes
the perpetuation of endless variety
in the desire and capabilities of hu-
man beings. Sparked with personal
liberty and the natural personal in-
centive to own property and to ad-
vance economically, this conglomer-
ation of inequality synchronizes into
a great engine for the sustenance
and progress of mankind.
—CLARENCE MANION

The late Clarence Manion was Dean, School of Law, University
of Notre Dame. He retired from that position and began The Man-
ion Forum. By reason of excellent thinking and speaking, he
gained the friendship of countless freedom devotees. A much pub-
lished author, his 1951 book, The Key to Peace, is still available.'
This is a brilliant study of the religious foundation of our free
institutions.

'Available from FEE (107 pages, $2.00).
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Suppose that you and I and our neighbors displayed no diversi-
fication, no dissimilarity of talents, tastes, abilities and ambi-
tions—each of us a clone cooped up in his shell. Human oysters
might be an apt term for such creatures.

As a matter of fact, it is impossible to conjure up such a pic-
ture—of human beings without a wide diversification of talents.
Such creatures could not survive; apart from human differences
““Society could neither feed nor clothe itself,”” as Manion points
out. All—no exception—would perish.

Wrote Herbert Hoover: “‘The spark of liberty in the mind and
spirit of man cannot be long extinguished; it will break into flames
that will destroy every coercion which seems to limit it.”’

In 1928 I lived in Palo Alto and was Manager of its Chamber of
Commerce. Across the road, bordering on Stanford University,
was Mr. Hoover’s lovely home. He had been elected President; the
Inauguration was to be on March 4, 1929. I organized a 16-car
train of Californians to travel to the nation’s capital to honor our
hometown friend. We were the first to shake his hand as he entered
his office in the White House. From 1940 to the time of his demise
in 1964, I called on him ever so many times at his apartment—
Waldorf Towers, New York City.

I know not when he wrote the above bit of wisdom but I suspect
that it was as a private citizen—before or after he was President—
times he devoted to creative thinking, not being immersed in po-
litical action!

As explained in another chapter, ‘“The Touchstone of Progress,”
liberty has been sparked in the minds and hearts of men on nu-
merous occasions during the past five centuries. When it broke
into flames—to use Hoover’s aphorism—it consumed nearly all
coercive, know-it-all idiocies.

However, when this laudable spark dies to the point of impo-
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tency, an outside force is needed to bring the latent virtue to a new
birth. On what does a new birth depend? Horace, that Roman poet
of 2,000 years ago, gave the answer: “‘Adversity has the effect of
eliciting talents which in times of prosperity would have lain dor-
mant.”’

Challenge and response is in accord with the Cosmic Design:
evolution/devolution, now and forever, evolution inching ahead
over the millennia. All nations—no exception—have experienced
the devolutionary trend, but I am confident that the turnabout is
certain. To illustrate: Thirty years ago, in a discussion period
following my lecture, one of the participants asked, ‘‘Just what
socialistic interventions would you remove?”” My reply, ““I cannot
answer that question, but if you were to ask me which I would
retain, the answer would be none!”’

Imagine trying to name all the fallacious practices of our 78,000
governments! No person in a lifetime could discover, let alone
name them! This is an indication of how despotic our situation has
been.

Return to Manion that we may share his wisdom: ‘““This con-
glomeration of inequality synchronizes into a great engine for the
sustenance and progress of mankind.”’

Inequality—each individual different from all others and self-
different from moment to moment—is variation. Thank Heaven
for this blessing!

Wrote Tryon Edwards: ‘“The highest obedience in the spiritual
life is to be able always, and in all things, to say, ‘Not my will but
thine [Righteousness] be done’.”” The righteous will leads a per-
son to act in harmony with principles or ends. If one has the
proper end in view—Freedom—then his principles are right.

Without change there is no progress; but every change upsets
accustomed ways of doing things, so we resist. We are creatures



34 How Do We Know?

of habit, which is why things get stuck on dead center. Over the
past half century, for example, we have become so accustomed to
the New Deal style of life that governmental regulation of the
economy feels like the American Way.

But there are those who refuse to go along with things as they
are, nonconformists out of step with the prevailing consensus,
people who strive for better ways of doing things. Without such
people the world would show little progress, and freedom would
wither.

As Kettering wrote, ‘“The world hates change, yet it is the only
thing that has brought progress.”” I would add, it is the only thing
that ever will. And if we are open to life the change may occur
unexpectedly. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians describes the pro-
cess: we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye.
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EXERTING A USEFUL
INFLUENCE

He who wishes to exert a useful in-
fluence must be careful to insult
nothing. Let him not be troubled by
what seems absurd, but concentrate
his energies to the creation of what
is good. He must not demolish but
build. He must raise temples where
mankind may come and partake of
the purest pleasures. —GOETHE

What did the great Goethe mean by the admonition that you, I or
anyone, wishing to exert a useful influence, “‘must be careful to
insult nothing’’? The meaning of insult is to ‘“‘affront, outrage,
degrade, debase.”” His reference was not to disagreement but to
verbal slaughter. We of the freedom faith—Goethe being outstand-
ing—do not agree with communists but we only damage our way
of life and thus ourselves by filthy name-calling. Away with this
derogatory tactic!
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Let him not be troubled by what seems absurd. The English
poet, Alexander Pope (1688—1744) gave a good reason for not
being troubled: ““To pardon those absurdities in ourselves which
we condemn in others, is neither better nor worse than to be more
willing to be fools ourselves than to have others so.”’

Reflect on the numerous politicians, and those not in office,
who condemn the freedom philosophy and at the same time never
give a thought to the absurdities of socialism which they so heartily
sponsor. We would, indeed, be fools were we to pardon defects in
ourselves or others which we believe to be contrary to liberty for
one and all! Socialism is foolishness; freedom is wisdom. Stand
for a righteous freedom regardless of the opposition. Let the others
be foolish but not those of us who are freedom devotees!

. .. but concentrate his energies to the creation of what is
good. Wrote the English philosopher, A. A. C. Shaftsbury (1671-
1713): ““To love the public, to study universal good and to promote
the interest of the whole world, as far as it lies within our power,
is the height of goodness and makes the temper which we call
divine.”

To do good is man’s most glorious undertaking but, as Thoreau
wrote, ‘‘Be not merely good but be good for something.”” There
is indeed a distinction between ambition and accomplishment.

We who really love the public—the welfare of everyone in the
U.S.A.—will strive to understand and to explain a// inhibitions to
their creative actions that such monstrosities may be removed. Our
goal? Let all people be free to achieve their unique potentialities,
that is, free to produce what they please and to exchange thoughts
or products. Briefly, a grand togetherness—ideological and eco-
nomic!

Why is it so important to strive for creativity at home? Such an
endeavor teaches us how we should deal with the whole world.




